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SUBJECT: GOS REQUEST TO PURCHASE TWO MORE C-130 B'S 

1 . DATT HAS RECEIVED LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 25 FROM PERMSEC 
FOR DEFENSE, PANG TEE POW, REQUESTING THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER 
TWO C-130B AIRCRAFT ON THE SAME TERMS AND CONDITION 

AS THE TWO C-130B'S WHICH HAVE JUST BEEN DELIVERED TO THE RSAF. 

2. TEXT OF LETTER FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE 

DEAR COL. FOSTER, 

PURCHASE OF C-130B AIRCRAFT 

THE FIRST OF THE TWO C BOB'S MADE AVAILABLE TO THE RE- 
PUBLIC OF SINGAPORE BY THE US GOVERNMENT ARRIVED ON 20 FEB 
77 AND IS REPORTED TO BE IN VERY GOOD CONDITION. THE SECOND 
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AIRCRAFT IS DUE TO BE IN VERY GOOD CONDITION. THE 
SECOND AIRCRAFT IS DUE TO ARRIVE ON 27 FEB 77. 

AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE INTRODUCTION OF C 130'S INTO THE RSAF 
ORBAT WAS PRIMARILY FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUPPORTING THE LAND 
FORCES ON TRAINING OVERSEAS. IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH ADMIRAL 
CROWE IN MID 1975 WE INDICATED THAT FOUR C BO'S WOULD BE NEEDED 
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TO MEET THIS TASK. HOWEVER, OWING TO THE HEAVY DEMAND FOR Cl 30'S 
FOR THE US ARMY, ITS RESERVE CORPS AND FOR OTHER FOREIGN GOVERN- 
MENTS AT THAT TIME, ONLY TWO C130'S COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
SINGAPORE ON AN FMS CASH SALE BASIS. 

THE KNOWN TASK FOR TRANSPORT SUPPORT FOR THE SINGAPORE ARMED 
FORCES OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS IS 1600 Cl 30 HOURS PER YEAR 
AND WE EXPECT THIS TO INCREASE IN SUBSEQUENT YEARS. THIS 
TASK IS PURELY FOR PROGRAMMED OVERSEAS TRAINING AND EXCLUDES 
INCIDENTAL TASKS SUCH AS SEARCH AND RESCUE, EMERGENCY SUPPORT 
FOR FORCES TRAINING OVERSEAS, MERCY MISSIONS, VIP FLIGHTS ETC. 

IN ADDITION, WE ASSESS THAT THE SQUADRON WILL FLY 700 HOURS 
PER YEAR OF CONTINUATION TRAINING GIVING TOTAL ANNUAL Cl 30 
COMMITMENT OF APPROXIMATELY 2300 HOURS. 

HAVING REGARD TO RSAF'S MAINTENANCE CONCEPT AND ORGANIZATION 
WE ASSESS THAT A MAXIMUM UTILIZATION RATE FOR RSAF WILL BE 60 
HOURS PER AIRCRAFT PER MONTH AAND THAT A REALISTIC PLANNING 
UTILIZATION RATE WILL BE 600 HOURS PER AIRCRAFT PER YEAR. 

ON THIS BASIS RSAF WILL REQUIRE AT LEAST 4 Cl 30 AIRCRAFT 
TO MEET THE KNOWN TASKS. 

MINDEF IS ALSO CONCERNED THAT A FLEET OF ONLY TWO AIRCRAFT 
WILL NOT PROVIDE THE FLEXIBILITY TO MEET THE SUPPORT NEEDS 
OF THE LAND AND AIR FORCESWW THE NATURE OF THE OVERSEASTRAINING 
ENVISAGED IS SUCH THAT THE SUPPORT WILL BE NEEDED IN THE FORM 
OF A CONCENTRATED UPLIST OVER A SHORT SPACE OF TIME. FOR THE 
MAJORITY OF SUPPORT TASKS INVOLVING CONSIDERABLE TRANSITS, 

TWO AIRCRAFT WILL BE ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE TIMELY DEPLOYMENT OF 
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THE EXERCISING FORCES, RSAF COULD NOT GUARANTEE 100 PERCENT 
SERVICE- 
ABILITY FOR ALL SUPPORT TASKS AND WITH ONLY TWO AIRCRAFT 
WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE TRANSPORT AT THE TIME AND IN 
THE MANNER REQUIRED. 

FOR THESE REASONS, WE CONSIDER THAT 4 C130 AIRCRAFT WILL BE 
ESSENTIAL TO MEET OUR TRAINING REQUIREMENTS. THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SINGAPORE THEREFORE WISHES TO ENQUIRE WHETHER A FURTHER 
TWO C130'S COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR SALE TO SINGAPORE. 

I WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF OUR REQUEST FOR THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER 
TWO C130B AIRCRAFT ON THE SAME TERMS AND CONDITIONS AS IN 
CASE PEACE PHOENIX DAO 2600338Z DATED MAY 1976 COULD BE FOR- 
WARDED TO APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. 

YOURS SINCERELY, 

PANG TEE POW 
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PERMANENT SECRETARY DEFENCE 
ENE QUOTE 

3. COMMENT DAO IS CURRENTLY AMALYZING JUSTIFICATION SET FORTH 
IN ABOVE LETTER. AS SOON AS THIS ANALYSIS HAS BEEN COMPLETED, 
EMBASSY/DATT COMMENT WILL BE SUBMITTED. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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